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PREFACE

The Statistical Absiract of the United Siates, published annually since 1878, is the
standard summary of statistics on the social, political, and economic organization of
“the United States. Itis designed to serve as a convenient volume for statistical refer-
ence and as a guide to other statistical publications and sources. The latter function
is served by the introductory text to each section, the source notes appearing below
each table, the Guide to Sources (pp. 949-987), the section on Publications of Major
Censuses (pp. 987-990), and the Guide to State Statistical Abstracts (pp. 991-993).

This volume includes a selection of data from many statistical publications, both
governmental and private. Publications cited as sources usually contain additional
statistical detail and more comprehensive discussions of definitions and concepts than
can be presented here. Data not available in published sources but obtained from
unpublished tabulations and records of contributing agencies are identified in the
source notes as ‘“unpublished data.”” More information on the subjects.covered in
tables s0 noted may generally be obtained from the contributing agency.

Although emphasis in the Statistical Abstract is given primarily to national data,
many tables present data for regions and individual States. Statistics for the Com-
monwealth of Puerto Rico and for outlying areas of the United States are included in
the State tables whenever available and are supplemented by information in seetion
32. Statistics for cities or other relatively small geographic units appear only in a
few instances. Additional information for cities, counties, metropolitan areas, con-
gessional districts and other small units, as well as morve historical data, are available
in various supplements to the Absiract. (Sce page V).

Changes in the 1964 edition.—This edition, the 85th annual issue, presents data
for the most recent year or period available during the early part of 1964.

Each year the more than 1,300 tables and charts are reviewed and evaluated. New
tables and charts of current interest are added, continuing series are brought up to
date, and less timely data are curtailed or eliminated. Text notes are revised as
necessary to incorporate new definitions and source references. This year, to the
extent that data are available and space permits, a white-nonwhite classification is
given in more tables than in previous editions.

The only major change in organization is that the tables on land, air, and waler
transportation, which formerly appeared in three sections, are now consolidated into
two. The former section, ‘“‘Roads and Motor Vehicles,”” is combined with the land
transportation part of the former section “Transportation, Land and Air.” The air
transportation part of that section is combined with the former section “Waterways,
Water Traffic, and Shipping.”” The titles of the two sections are ‘“Transportation—
Land’” and ‘“Transportation—Air and Water.”

There are 67 entirely new tables in this edition, scattered through 23 of its 33 sec-
tions. Topies of current major inierest and concern are covered statistically by 8
new tables on education, of which 2 reflect the segregation-desegregation status of
public schools in Southern States, 6 new tables on social insurance and welfare serv-
ices, and 7 new tables on income, 1 of which features a comparison of all families and
poor families. Significant additions to other sections include 3 new tables on crime
and law enforcement, 3. on revenue and expenditure of State and local governments,
6 on science and related subjects, and 8 on housing. A highlight of the international
statistics section is a new summary table giving world totals for selected series.
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v Preface

Folowing is a list of some of the subjects covered by the new tables:

Urban and rural population, by color
(p. 24)

Population aged 65 and over reporting
medical costs (p. 74)

Years of school completed, by color and
sex (p. 113) .

School enrollment status and age (p. 116)

High school graduates and dropouts
(p. 117)

School segregation—desegregation (p.125)

Public secondary schools, number (p. 129)

Charges in institutions of higher educa~
tion (p. 132)

Vocational training (p. 140)

Crime rates (p. 148)

Federal and State prisons (p. 162)

Gaseous air pollutant levels (p. 178)

Expenditures for outdoor reercation
(p. 205)

Experienced civilian labor foree (p. 229)

Number of veterans, by States (p. 268)

Federal grants for social welfare (pp. 283,
284) ‘

Assets of welfare and pension plans
(p. 294)

Federal employces covered by retirement
system (p. 295)

Family income (pp. 339, 340)

Income of persons (p. 343)

Revenue Act of 1964 (p. 400)

State and local revenue and expenditure
(p. 424)

Commercial banks (p. 456)

Sales of corporations and merchandising
firms (p. 491)

Telephone distribution, by States (p. 515)

Industrial research and development
(p. 542)

Scientists - and engineers in
(p. 544)

Value of nuclear material in reactor cores
(p. 549)

Air carriers, accidents (p. 587)

Air carriers, payroll and salaries (p. 590)

Shipping through Panama Canal (p. 599)

Shipbuilding in private shipyards (p. 603)

Man-hours of farm labor (p. 644)

Mineral production, U.S. and world
(p. 703)

Phosphate rock and potash (p. 726)
Sales of new one-family homes (p. 752)
Housing units, selected characteristics
(p. 755)
Households
(p. 757)
Manufactures—horsepower of equipment
(p. 787)

Acquisitions of manufacturing facilities
(p. 787)

Federal expenditures for international
programs (p. 856).

Value of imports of leading commodities
(p. 875)

World summary (p. 905)

industry

with specified appliances

Of the tables included in the 1963 edition, 46 were omitted from this issue. The
omissions, scattered through 20 sections, represent tables for which comparable de-
tails appear in the new or retained tables or for which no recent data are available.

Responsibility.—The contents of this volume are taken from a large number of sources

(see pp. 994-098).

The Bureau of the Census cannot accept the responsibility for

the accuracy or limitations of the data presented here, other than for those which it
collects. The responsibility for seleciion of the material and for proper presentation,

however, rests with the Bureau.

SUGGESTIONS AND COMMENTS

Many persons have offered suggestions for improving the presentation of data in
the Slatistical Abstract and its supplements. Their comments have been most helpful.
Users of these publications are urged to continue to make their needs known for con-

sideration in planning future editions.

Suggestions and comments should be sent to

the Director, Bureau of the Census, Washington, D.C., 20233.

FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION ON DATA PRESENTED

please write to the agency indicated in the source note to the table which covers the
desired subject. Write to the Bureau of the Census only if it is cited as the source.
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STATISTICAL ABSTRACT SUPPLEMENTS

County and City Data Book, 1962. A compact presentation
of 161 items of statistical data for each State and county in
the United States, and 163 items of statistical data for
each of 676 incorporated cities having 25,000 inhabitants
or more in 1960. Information comparable to that for
counties is also presented for geographic regions and divi-
sions, States, and standard metropolitan statistical areas,
urbanized areas, and unincorporated places. Items in-
cluded based largely on results of most recent Censuses of
Agriculture, Business, Governments, Housing, Manu-
factures, Mineral Industries, and Population. Includes
53 maps, explanatory and definitive text, and source notes.
705 pages Issued 1962. Price $5.25 (clothbound).

Congressional District Data Bool (Districts of the 88th Congress).
Includes 254 statistical items for the 435 congressional dis-
tricts as constituted at the time of the 1962 elections; 113
items pertaining to nonwhite population for selected dis-
triets; and 144 jtems for districts or combinations of districts
following county lines. Based largely on results of the most
recent censuses. Includes text, source notes, maps for cach
State showing congressional district boundaries, and lists
of urban places with 10,000 or more inhabitants. 603 pages.
Issued 1964. Price $4.75 (clothbound).

Historical Statistics of the United States, Colonial Times to
1957. Prepared with the cooperation of the Social Science
Research Council. A compilation of more than 8,000 sta-
tistical time series, largely annual, on American social and
cconomic development covering periods from 1610 to 1957.
Includes definitions of terms and descriptive text. Specifie
source notes provide a basic guide to original published
sources for further reference and additional data. Detailed
alphabetical subject index. 801 pages. Issued 1960. Price
$6.00 (clothbound).

Continuation to 1962 of Historical Statistics of the United
States. In preparation. Will carry forward through 1962
those series in the basic volume that are still current. Will
include revisions and corrections of data appearing in the
basic volume.

Purchase orders should be addressed to the Superintendent
of Documents, U.S. Government Printing Office, Washing-
ton, D.C., 20402.
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